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TAG LINES 

 Dating is hard. Fraud is easy.  

 Perfect on paper. Criminal in practice.  

 Falling in love is easy. Staying in character is hard. 

 

 

 

LOGLINE - PILOT Episode 1 ‘A Star is Born’ 

An elite matchmaker plagued by medical bills and on the brink of losing her job convinces her 

talented, out-of-work actor friend to play the role of a dream date for a 1%-er client-from-hell. 

 

 

 

SHORT SYNOPSIS – PILOT Episode 1 ‘A Star is Born’ 

Creatively frustrated Diana endures another soul-crushing day as an elite matchmaker. She 

listens to self-absorbed clients, survives a humiliating video call, and narrowly escapes being 

fired. At rock bottom, Diana convinces her talented friend Charlie to play the role of ‘William’ 

for a dream date with Ciara, her client-from-hell. At the breakneck speed of a farce, the pair 

navigate the date’s debacles and decide to expand the business. 

 

 

 

LOGLINE - SERIES 

An elite matchmaker creates a secret ‘dating ring’ pairing her 1%-er clients with out-of-work 

actors. 

 

 

 

SHORT SYNOPSIS – SERIES 

Ex-playwright turned elite matchmaker Diana is plagued by medical bills and on the brink of 

losing her job. Desperate, she uses her wealthy clients' lists of impossible romantic demands as 

casting breakdowns, hires her broke actor friends to portray these ‘dream dates,’ and 

inadvertently launches an underground empire. 
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SHORT OVERVIEW – SERIES  

Ex-playwright-turned-elite-matchmaker Diana is plagued by medical bills and on the brink of 

losing her job. Desperate, she uses her wealthy clients’ list of impossible romantic demands as 

casting breakdowns, hires her broke actor friends to portray these ‘dream dates’… and 

inadvertently launches an underground empire. Initially vowing to work this dating scam only 

until her post-cancer medical bills are paid, our matchmaker soon struggles to get out of the 

game. Not only is the money good, but the actors are doing their best work in years! Diana will 

battle the suspicions of rival matchmakers, the egos of needy actors, and the unrealistic 

expectations of her 1% clients as she strives to turn a profit and stay out of jail. 

 

 

 

PITCH LINE 

“Sex and the City” (1998) meets “Breaking Bad” (2008) 

 

 

 

GENRES & NICHES 

dark comedy, series pilot, inspired by real events 

 

 

 

RUNTIME 

23 minutes 56 seconds 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION 

 

“MATCHED” is a proof-of-concept pilot for a series project titled “MATCHED”. 

 

“MATCHED” was shot on location in New York City, NY and Jersey City, NJ over the course 

of 4 days and 1 overnight. 

 

“MATCHED” is inspired by Creator- Writer- Exec. Producer- Actor Dominique Salerno’s own 

experiences working as a professional Manhattan matchmaker to elite 1%-ers.  
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CREATOR-WRTIER’S STATEMENT 

 

I’m excited to tell this story, because I lived this story- except for the fraud part, I 

promise!  

 

I worked as an elite matchmaker for two years, and you wouldn’t believe the things I did 

to find love for the 1%. The day I knew I had to quit was the day a bachelor asked me to grab my 

own boob to visualize his preferred cup size. That was a low.  

 

Don’t believe me? I was featured in The New York Times twice: once with a rave review 

for my solo show and once for my skills as a professional Manhattan matchmaker.  

 

Working as both an artist and elite matchmaker, I was clued into two completely different 

social spheres simultaneously. While my artist friends struggled to feed themselves, my 

matchmaking clients overanalyzed their dates’ cufflinks. These two jarringly different worlds 

created a hilarious disconnect in my life which inspired this series.  

 

Elite matchmaking has high stakes involving love, desire, rejection, deception, and 

money. And the brutal truth of the matchmaking industry will knock your socks off.  

 

xoxo, Dominique   
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FILM ACCOLADES 

 

OFFICIAL SELECTIONS 
 

1. New York Comedy Film Festival 2026 

2. LA Women Film Festival 2026 

3. Dances With Films: LA 2026 

 

 

AWARDS 
 

1. Best TV Episodic – LA Women Film Festival 2026 

 

 

 

FESTIVAL DISTRIBUTION DATA 

 

Number of Continents Screened On      1x 
 

Events Screened at Per Continent       

3 x North America 

 

 

Number of Countries Screened In       1x 
 

Events Screened at Per Country       

3x U.S.A.     

 

 

Number of U.S. States Screened In      2x 
 

Events Screened at Per U.S. State       

2x California   1x New York  

 

 

 

Subtitled languages available      1x 
 

English   
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ACTOR BIOGRAPHIES 

 

DOMINIQUE SALERNO 

CREATOR, WRITER, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER, CO-STAR 

as Diana 
 

Dominique Salerno is from San Diego, CA and is a New York City-based writer, actor, 

and ex-matchmaker. Her solo show “The Box Show” (where she plays 30 characters inside of a 

cupboard) won the “Overall Excellence Award” from FringeNYC, “Best Comic Script” from the 

United Solo Theatre Festival and received a rave review from The New York Times. 

(www.theboxshow.org) She has an M.F.A. in Acting from American Conservatory Theater, and 

a B.A. from Princeton University.  
 

website: www.dominiquesalerno.com  

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm5922617 

insta: @thedominiquesalerno 

 

 

MICHELLE HURD 

as Janelle 
 

Michelle Hurd is an American actress and secretary-treasurer of SAG-AFTRA. Hurd has worked 

as a television character actress, first appearing on the soap opera Another World (1991–1997). 

She later earned recognition for playing Monique Jeffries in the legal drama Law & Order: 

Special Victims Unit (1999–2001). Afterwards, she led the drama series Leap Years (2001–

2002) and held recurring roles in the drama series Skin (2003), the comedy According to Jim 

(2004), the medical drama ER (2006–2007), and the teen drama Gossip Girl (2007–2008). Hurd 

starred in the crime drama The Glades (2010–2013), the comedy horror Ash vs Evil Dead 

(2016), and the crime drama Blindspot (2015–2018). She played Raffi Musiker in the science 

fiction series Star Trek: Picard (2020–2023) and achieved her highest-grossing film with the 

romantic comedy Anyone but You (2023). Hurd ran in 2025 for secretary-treasurer of SAG-

AFTRA and was elected to a two-year term. 
 

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm0403335 

insta: @realmichellehurd 

  

http://www.theboxshow.org/
http://www.dominiquesalerno.com/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm5922617/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0403335/
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JASON VEASEY 

as Charlie 
 

Jason Veasey was born in in Colorado Springs, Colorado. He is a SAG Award nominee and two-

time Obie Award winner. He is a New York based actor and singer who has been fortunate to do 

what he loves on stage and screen, such as American Gangster (2007), Friendship (2024) and 

Only Murders in the Building (2021). Notably too on Broadway in The Lion King as well as the 

touring company. On Stage he was most recently seen in the critically acclaimed A Strange Loop 

at Playwrights Horizons. He’s also been seen at The Public Theater, Actors Theater of 

Louisville, The Denver Center and more! On the big screen he’s been seen in American 

Gangster. TV credits include Chicago Fire, High Maintenance and the upcoming Starling.   
 

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm2803885 

X & insta: @veaseyville  

 

 

 

JASON KRAVITS  

as Ralph 
 

Jason began his career in Washington, DC, at age 13, playing Lolo in the short-lived but highly 

acclaimed PBS series Powerhouse (1982). After graduating from the University of Maryland, he 

found a home in the Washington, DC, theater community, where he became a well-known 

presence at theaters such as the Round House Theater, the Shakespeare Theater, and the Woolly 

Mammoth Theater Company. Upon moving to New York City, Jason began working with the 

writer-performer collective known as Rumble in the Red Room. There, alongside fellow writer-

performer Joel Jones, he developed the material for "Making Faces," which would eventually go 

on to win Best Sketch Show at 1999's U.S. Comedy Festival in Aspen, Co. This prompted him to 

move to Los Angeles, where he soon landed a guest-star spot on David Kelley's The Practice 

(1997). This role would eventually grow and, by the beginning of the fifth season, his character, 

A.D.A Richard Bay, would be a regular on the show. (The character would eventually meet his 

demise in a hail of bullets on the show's 100th episode.) After several more busy years of 

television and film work, Jason would eventually move back to New York, although he remained 

busy on both coasts as both an actor and a writer. Jason Kravits is probably best known for his 

work on television dramas such as the Law & Order (1990) franchises. He has found just as 

much success in comedy, however, from his award-winning original sketch show "Making 

Faces" to noted roles on Everybody Loves Raymond (1996) and Curb Your Enthusiasm (2000).  

 

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm0006463 

insta: @jasonkravits 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2803885/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0006463
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JOY FRANZ 

as Betty 
 

Joy Franz is an American actress and singer. A native of Overland Park, Kansas, she graduated 

from the University of Missouri-Kansas City, majoring in music. She acted in the Starlight 

Theatre in Kansas City three summers before she moved to New York. She’s best known for her 

stage work, for playing Susan in the original 1972 West End production of Stephen Sondheim's 

Company, and the role of Cinderella's Stepmother in the original 1987 Broadway production of 

Sondheim's Into the Woods.. She was also in the ensemble of the 1965 New York City Center 

production of Guys and Dolls. She also appeared in the Broadway productions of A Little Night 

Music and Pippin, and the national tours of Company, The Sound of Music, Guys and Dolls, and 

Damn Yankees. She reprised her role of Cinderella’s Stepmother in Into the Woods twice. First, 

in the 1988-90 US Tour, and then again in the 2002 Broadway revival. In the Broadway revival 

she also played Little Red’s Granny and understudied the role of Jack’s Mother. She was one of 

the Street Singers in the world premiere of Leonard Bernstein's Mass at the John F. Kennedy 

Center for the Performing Arts on September 8, 1971. She most recently appeared as the 

Dowager Empress in US National Tour of Anastasia and portrays the role of the Mother in My 

Damn Channel's television series Horrible People. 
 

website: www.joyfranz.com  

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm0291839  

 

 

 

DAVID FIERRO 

as Michael 
 

David Fierro is an actor currently living in New York City. He was born and bred in the San 

Francisco Bay Area. When he was 10, he was rejected from playing Little League Baseball 

because he lacked, in their words, “the killer spirit” for the game. He instead appeared in the 

musical Li’l Abner as Senator Phogbound. After the first performance, he never cared about 

baseball again. David has been very fortunate to work with some great artists in all mediums 

including: Steven Soderbergh, Francis Lawrence, Alejandro Gonzalez Iñarritu, Mary 

Zimmerman, Stephen Brackett, Will Pommerantz, Andrei Serban, and Kristin Linklater. David 

holds an MFA in acting from Columbia University. He has trained with American Conservatory 

Theater, Shakespeare and Company, and The California State Summer School for the Arts.  
 

website: www.davidfierro.net  

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm0276435  

insta: @d52picture 

  

http://www.joyfranz.com/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0291839
http://www.davidfierro.net/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0276435
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KEY CREW BIOGRAPHIES 

 

ELVIRA IBRAGIMOVA 

DIRECTOR 
 

Elvira Ibragimova is an LA-based comedy filmmaker. Elvira is a half Jewish, half Muslim 

political refugee; hailing from sunny, Soviet-era Uzbekistan she landed in Brooklyn at age ten. 

After an initial career in architecture, she pivoted to comedy and filmmaking. She studied 

comedy and directing at Second City Film School. Her short DINGUS WISHES, placed in 

multiple film festivals and helped her secure the Viacom/Nickelodeon Directing Fellowship. 

Since completing the program, she's directed multiple episodes of JIMMY KIMMEL LIVE!, 

DANGER FORCE and FAIRLY ODDPARENTS. Her web series, WE’RE DOING GOOD!, 

premiered at SXSW, was nominated for a Webby and screened at HollyShorts, SeriesFest and 

BroadHumor where it won Best Series. She’s a recipient of the Best Female Creator award from 

AMC Networks. Her short, SHIT ON YOUR LIP, screened at Austin Film Festival, Nevada 

Film Fest, Montclair Film Fest and won Best Ensemble at SeriesFest. She's directed multiple 

women-helmed comedy pilots; the latest, BLISS TALENT, won Best Series at Austin Film 

Festival. But if this all goes bust, she'll always have that pavilion she designed for the Golden 

State Warriors. 
 

website: www.elviraibragimova.com 

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm9036780 

 

 

DAVID. M. NIGHT MAIRE 

PRODUCER 
 

Cosmopolitan in nature, David is an alumnus of NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts, earning his 

B.A. in Film & T.V. with a focus on Directing, and Minors in Producing and Psychology. This 

native Alpine’s passion for directing led him to pursue a Masters in Live Action Short Form at 

SVA under famed music video and commercial director Bob Giraldi, and later a Masters in 

Screenwriting for Television and Film from Royal Holloway’s University of London. He Co-

Founded AireBedd, a banner under which he has garnered thousands of laurels and awards for 

his short films and music videos, as well as produced content for Louis Vuitton . Moet Hennessy, 

Red Bull and the Leslie-Lohman Museum, amongst others. 
 

website: www.dmnightmaire.com  

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm4731396/  

  

http://www.elviraibragimova.com/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm9036780/
http://www.dmnightmaire.com/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4731396/


 

10 

 

 

ROB SILCOX 

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

Currently residing in New York City, Rob is available for hire throughout the Tri-state area, New 

England and beyond as the director of photography, gaffer and assistant camera/operator. Also 

specializes in conceptualization-to-post feature producing with a specific focus on complex 

lighting scenarios, camera setups and shot design. This includes a knowledge of scene and script 

analysis and talent direction. Extensive experience throughout production team from grip to 

gaffer to camera team working as cinematographer to camera assistant and operator. Proficient in 

film editing and a working knowledge of special effects rendering.  
 

website: www.robsilcox.com  

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm5286094  

 

 

JASON POMERANTZ 

MUSIC COMPOSER 
 

Jason Pomerantz is a composer, songwriter, arranger, and producer whose work has been 

featured in Sesame Studios, Huffington Post, Funny Or Die, The New York Times website, and 

numerous theatrical productions. Jason has performed as a keyboardist, vocalist, and music 

director at venues from Carnegie Hall to Brooklyn Bowl to New World Stages (NAMT). 

Projects include his EP Panoramic View, music for the comedy duo Feminarchy, music for the 

Broadwaysted podcast, an original musical The Pickup Artist. BA Princeton University, MM 

New York University. 
 

website: www.jasonpomerantzmusic.com  

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm10725270   

http://www.robsilcox.com/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm5286094
http://www.jasonpomerantzmusic.com/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm10725270
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FRAME GRABS 
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CONTACT INFO 

 

SERIES PILOT  

“MATCHED”  

webpage: www.dmnightmaire.com/matched  

IMDb: www.imdb.com/title/tt42251858  

insta: @matched.show 

 

 

CREATOR & WRITER & EXECUTIVE PRODUCER & ACTOR 

Dominique Salerno 

email: dominique.a.salerno@gmail.com 

phone: +1 (858) 504-1012 

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm5922617  

insta: @thedominiquesalerno 

 

 

DIRECTOR  

Elvira Ibragimova 

website: www.elviraibragimova.com  

manager: Omnipop 

email: zack@omnipop.com 

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm9036780  

insta: @elveerai 

 

 

PRODUCER  

Marina Catala 

email:  

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm1434832  

insta: @marinapcatala 

 

 

PRODUCER  

Katie Mack 

email:  

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm2343986  

insta: @ 

 

 

PRODUCER  

David M. Night Maire  

website: www.dmnightmaire.com  

email: dmnightmaire@gmail.com  

phone: +1 (347) 366-1916  //  +33 06 20 59 23 20 

IMDb: www.imdb.com/name/nm4731396  

insta: @dmnightmaire 

http://www.dmnightmaire.com/matched
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt42251858
http://www.instagram.com/matched.show
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm5922617
https://www.instagram.com/thedominiquesalerno/
http://www.elviraibragimova.com/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm9036780
https://www.instagram.com/elveerai
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1434832
https://www.instagram.com/marinapcatala/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2343986
http://www.dmnightmaire.com/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4731396/
http://www.instagram.com/dmnightmaire

